           RAISE YOUR VOICES FOR REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE FOR ALL WOMEN!

“SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT I RAISE HELL JUST TO BE DOING IT. I WONDER WHY THERE AREN’T MORE PEOPLE LIKE ME”   FLO KENNEDY

Dear Maretta, 

Initially, a letter to the editor "Support All Women" (click here to see letter, scroll down the page) regarding the Family Planning Health Care Bill, was published in the Star Ledger. I would like to correct the voting record for the Assembly which was not 22-17 but rather the vote for the Assembly was 44 - 22.  If you are a woman you should be concerned about Chris Christy's Veto of the bill. Without reproductive justice women can not be free. 

Recently, we received a Press Release from the Department of Health and Human Services (click here for press release), which was presented before the Senate health and Senior Service Committee. It looks like we are being taken care of financially, but if you look very carefully you will see that the money that the Governor is spreading across the board is very thin and it will not cover health care services for the reported 400,000 uninsured women in the state of New Jersey. In addition, the Department's plan gives the impression that it is giving a reduction to senior citizens for generic prescription program by reducing co payments by $1. That's not enough! It should be free. Secondly, the Press Release mentions that the Department of Health and Human Services will allocate funding to clinics but it never identifies which clinics will be funded. It places the Family Planning health care bill under the title Reproductive Health Care and denies funding for low income uninsured women from the federally funded program, which will help save the state money and balance the budget. But the state insists that they will not provide funding because they have to balance the budget.  It's not about balancing the budget! It's about taking control of women's bodies and their lives. It's about pitting the "Haves and the Have Nots" against each other so the rich can get richer and the poor get poorer.

The Governor Vetoed the Family Planning bill S2139 (click here to see article) on Friday, July 23; which would restore a $7.5 million grant for Family Planning Health Care for low income uninsured women, which will eventually save the state a great deal of money. For every $1 spent on family planning services, $4 in Medicaid costs are saved. You must take action NOW! 
(Please click here to take action and contact your State Representative.) 

Finally, I am asking all women to Take Action in their districts. Hold your own tea party meetings in your homes to discuss and identify possible candidates you will be interested in supporting to run for state office the next election year to replace representatives who fail to support Family Planning Health Care for uninsured women and Reproductive Justice for women. Let your state representatives know that you and others are forming groups to identify potential candidates to run for office.  We must elect women or male representatives who care about women's reproductive rights. 

In Sisterhood,                                  JOIN NOW-NJ                      DONATE TO NOW - NJ
Maretta J. Short
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